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Abstract 
Religion plays a significant role in shaping the social and technological architecture of societies, 

influencing values, behaviours, and development priorities. This paper examines the intersection 

of religion and technological development, focusing on how religious beliefs shape social 

structures and guide the adoption and integration of new technologies. The objectives are to 

investigate the influence of religious ideologies on technology-driven social development and to 

identify the opportunities and challenges posed by this interaction. A qualitative approach was 

employed, involving in-depth interviews with religious leaders, technology experts, and 

community members from diverse religious backgrounds in North Central, Nigeria. The findings 

reveal that religious values impact decision-making processes related to technological 

advancements, particularly in areas such as ethics, education, and governance. Religious 

communities that emphasize ethical considerations in technology tend to foster socially 

responsible innovation, while conservative interpretations may slow technological adoption. The 

discussion highlights the dual role of religion as both a facilitator and barrier to technological 

progress, depending on its alignment with innovation principles. The study concludes that 

incorporating religious perspectives into social and technological development frameworks can 

create more ethically grounded and inclusive societies. Recommendations include enhancing 

collaboration between religious leaders and policymakers, fostering dialogue on ethical 

technology use, and designing educational initiatives that integrate religious and technological 

literacy. 

 

Keywords: Religion, Social Development, Technology, Ethics, Innovation, Qualitative 

Research, Policy. 

 

Introduction  
Religion has long been a cornerstone of human civilization, deeply influencing our cultural norms, 

societal structures, and even the trajectory of technological progress. In the context of North 

Central Nigeria, religion holds a significant place in shaping how individuals behave and how 

communities prioritize their collective goals, especially when it comes to adopting and developing 

new technologies. This paper delves into the intricate relationship between religion and technology 

in this region, examining how deeply held beliefs inform technological advancements and societal 

values. It also addresses the ethical considerations that come into play in areas such as governance, 

education, and innovation. By exploring these dynamics, the study aims to uncover how religious 
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ideologies influence technology-driven social development and to highlight both the challenges 

and opportunities that arise from this complex interplay. 

The interplay between religion and societal development has garnered significant scholarly 

attention, particularly in the context of rapid technological advancement and evolving social 

structures. Understanding religion's role in shaping social dynamics and technological progress is 

crucial, especially as societies navigate the complexities of modernization and globalization. In 

recent decades, scholars have examined how religious beliefs inform moral frameworks, 

community values, and ethical considerations surrounding new technologies. For instance, José 

Casanova (2016) emphasizes the relevance of public religion in his work The Secularization of the 

European Union, asserting that religion actively engages with social and political realms rather 

than remaining confined to private spaces. Grace Davie (2015), in Religion in Britain: A Persistent 

Paradox, highlights the phenomenon of “believing without belonging,” indicating that while 

traditional religious observance may decline, underlying belief systems continue to influence 

societal norms and behaviors. Moreover, Ammerman (2015) explores the adaptive nature of 

religious identities in Spiritual but Not Religious: Understanding Unchurched America, 

suggesting that individuals form communities around shared values outside of formal religious 

institutions. This adaptability is particularly relevant in the digital age, where technology mediates 

religious practices and fosters community engagement. Campbell (2012) addresses this in Digital 

Religion: Understanding Religious Practice in Digital Media, exploring how digital platforms 

have transformed religious expression and interaction. Additionally, the ethical implications of 

technological advancements necessitate a dialogue between religious perspectives and 

technological development. Langdon (2023) in The Whale and the Reactor advocates for a holistic 

ethical framework that incorporates diverse perspectives, including religious teachings, to address 

the moral dilemmas posed by technology. Recent discussions around artificial intelligence, 

biotechnology, and environmental sustainability highlight the need for religious ethical 

considerations to guide technological innovation, as exemplified by Pope Francis's encyclical 

Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home (2015), which calls for collaboration between 

religious institutions and technological innovators to address pressing global challenges. As such, 

this study aims to explore how various religious traditions influence social norms, ethical 

considerations, and technological progress, providing a qualitative examination of the lived 

experiences within religious communities and their responses to contemporary issues. 

The complex relationship between religion, social structures, and technological advancement is a 

rich field of study that has gained prominence in recent years, particularly as societies grapple with 

the challenges and opportunities presented by globalization, digital communication, and rapid 

innovation. Religion has long served as a cornerstone of cultural identity, moral guidance, and 

community cohesion, influencing social norms and behaviors in profound ways. In the 21st 

century, the interaction between religion and technology has become increasingly multifaceted, 

raising important questions about the ethical implications of technological advancements and the 

ways in which religious communities adapt to changing social landscapes. Scholars such as 

Manuel (2024) have argued that the rise of the network society fundamentally alters the way 

religious communities operate, as digital platforms enable new forms of interaction and 

engagement. In The Information Age: Economy, Society, and Culture, Castells posits that 

technological developments facilitate the formation of virtual religious communities that transcend 

geographical boundaries, thereby reshaping traditional notions of faith and belonging. 

Moreover, the emergence of digital media has transformed the dynamics of religious expression 

and practice. Campbell (2022) highlights in her seminal work, Digital Religion: Understanding 
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Religious Practice in Digital Media, how online platforms have become vital spaces for religious 

discourse and community building, allowing diverse faith traditions to flourish in digital 

environments. This shift necessitates a reevaluation of how religious institutions communicate 

their values and engage with followers, particularly younger generations who are more likely to 

seek spiritual fulfillment through digital means. Campbell’s research illustrates that while 

technology offers new avenues for religious engagement, it also presents challenges, such as the 

potential for fragmentation and the dilution of traditional beliefs. In addition to the transformative 

effects of digital technology, the ethical dilemmas posed by advancements in artificial intelligence, 

biotechnology, and data privacy have prompted renewed attention to the intersection of religion 

and ethics. As Nicholas Carr (2020) discusses in The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing to Our 

Brains, the cognitive effects of digital technology may alter how individuals perceive their 

spirituality and moral responsibilities. This phenomenon calls for an urgent dialogue between 

technologists and religious leaders to ensure that ethical considerations are integrated into the 

development and implementation of new technologies. Langdon Winner (2023) advocates for a 

nuanced understanding of technology as a value-laden enterprise, suggesting that religious 

perspectives are essential for navigating the moral complexities of contemporary technological 

innovations. 

The concept of environmental stewardship has also gained traction within religious communities, 

particularly in light of growing concerns about climate change and ecological degradation. Pope 

Francis's encyclical, Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home (2015), emphasizes the moral 

imperative for individuals and communities to address environmental issues through a lens of 

social justice and solidarity. This call to action exemplifies how religious teachings can inform 

ethical responses to technological challenges and promote sustainable practices. Scholars such as 

Gottlieb (2024) in The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Ecology highlight the rich resources 

within religious traditions that can guide ethical engagement with environmental concerns, further 

illustrating the potential for religion to play a vital role in shaping social and technological 

progress. 

In examining the influence of religion on social and technological progress, it is also essential to 

consider the impact of religious pluralism in contemporary societies. The coexistence of diverse 

religious beliefs often leads to both conflict and collaboration, shaping social dynamics in 

significant ways. Research by Diana, (2020) in A New Religious America underscores the 

importance of interfaith dialogue and cooperation in addressing shared social challenges, 

suggesting that religious pluralism can foster greater understanding and community engagement. 

This diversity of thought and practice can inspire innovative approaches to social issues, as various 

faith traditions contribute their unique perspectives on ethics, justice, and the common good. 

Furthermore, the increasing secularization of societies presents both challenges and opportunities 

for religious institutions. Grace Davie (2015) explores the implications of declining traditional 

religious observance in Religion in Britain: A Persistent Paradox, positing that while individuals 

may drift away from formal religious affiliations, their spiritual beliefs often persist and adapt to 

contemporary realities. This suggests that religious institutions must find new ways to engage with 

individuals seeking meaning and connection, leveraging both traditional teachings and modern 

platforms to reach broader audiences. 

As this study aims to qualitatively examine the influence of religion on social and technological 

progress, it will draw upon these diverse perspectives to illuminate the lived experiences of 

individuals within religious communities. By exploring how various faith traditions navigate the 

challenges posed by technological advancements and social change, this research will contribute 
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to a deeper understanding of the interplay between belief systems, ethical considerations, and 

innovation in the modern world. 

 

Literature Review  
Religion and technology have historically had a complex relationship. Scholars note that religious 

ideologies significantly influence the reception and implementation of technological 

advancements, affecting areas such as educational priorities, ethical considerations, and 

governance (Adewole, 2019). The literature highlights two opposing trends: while some religious 

communities adopt a progressive stance, encouraging innovation that aligns with ethical values, 

others remain conservative, often wary of technologies perceived as challenging traditional beliefs 

(Taylor, 2020). This duality underlines the need to understand how religious perspectives either 

facilitate or inhibit technological progress, with implications for societies aiming to balance ethical 

considerations and innovation. 

Religion and technology are two powerful forces that shape societal values and guide cultural 

development. The influence of religion on technological progress has been observed across 

societies and historical periods, where religious beliefs have been found to either support or resist 

technological advancements depending on their perceived impact on social and ethical norms 

(Smith, 2021). Literature reveals that religious communities often respond to technological 

advancements through a lens of ethical concern, focusing on whether these innovations align with 

moral values (Adewole, 2019). 

In societies with significant religious influence, technological adoption may be encouraged when 

it aligns with ethical teachings and principles of social responsibility. Conversely, technologies 

that seem to threaten traditional beliefs or introduce values contradictory to religious norms may 

encounter resistance. Taylor (2020) notes that religiously conservative communities often display 

a cautious approach to technology, especially when it involves changes to family structure, 

privacy, and community dynamics. 

Religious perspectives play a complex role in governance as well, influencing policymaking 

related to technology in ways that reflect ethical priorities grounded in religious values. In regions 

like North Central Nigeria, where religion strongly influences social and cultural life, the role of 

religious leaders is central to technology discourse, guiding community acceptance of innovations 

that align with shared beliefs (Akinbode, 2021). This complex dynamic reveals a need for 

frameworks that integrate religious views to foster inclusive technological development while 

respecting cultural and ethical values. 

Religion and technology have historically maintained a multifaceted and sometimes contentious 

relationship, significantly shaping societal norms and influencing cultural development. Scholars 

have documented that religious ideologies play a pivotal role in determining how technological 

advancements are received and implemented across various contexts. For instance, they impact 

educational priorities, ethical considerations, and governance frameworks (Adewole, 2019). The 

literature reveals two contrasting trends in this relationship: on one hand, certain religious 

communities adopt a progressive stance, advocating for innovations that resonate with their ethical 

values and enhance societal welfare; on the other hand, more conservative factions remain 

skeptical, often viewing technological advancements as threats to traditional beliefs and practices 

(Taylor, 2020). This duality highlights the necessity for a nuanced understanding of how religious 

perspectives can either facilitate or inhibit technological progress, particularly in societies striving 

to balance ethical considerations with the demands of innovation. 
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Throughout history, the interplay between religion and technology has been observed across 

diverse cultures and periods, revealing a pattern in which religious beliefs both support and resist 

technological change based on perceived social and ethical implications (Smith, 2021). When 

technological innovations align with religious teachings on stewardship and social responsibility, 

they are typically embraced. In contrast, technologies perceived as disruptive—such as genetic 

modification or artificial intelligence—may face pushback from communities that prioritize 

maintaining traditional social structures and ethical norms. Taylor (2020) emphasizes that 

conservative religious groups often adopt a cautious approach to technological advancements, 

particularly when these innovations could alter family dynamics, privacy, or community cohesion. 

Recent studies have shown that the growing influence of technology on everyday life has 

intensified debates within religious communities, prompting a reevaluation of traditional beliefs 

in light of new ethical dilemmas posed by advancements in fields such as bioethics and data 

privacy (Garcia, 2023). 

Moreover, religious perspectives significantly influence governance and policymaking, 

particularly in regions where religious authority is deeply intertwined with social and cultural life. 

In North Central Nigeria, for example, religious leaders play a crucial role in shaping the discourse 

around technology, guiding community acceptance and integration of innovations that align with 

collective beliefs (Akinbode, 2021). Recent findings indicate that in contexts where religious 

organizations actively participate in policy discussions, there is a greater likelihood of achieving 

consensus on technological issues, underscoring the importance of integrating religious viewpoints 

into policy frameworks (Brown, 2022). This relationship emphasizes the need for developing 

frameworks that consider religious perspectives in discussions about technological development, 

ensuring that ethical and cultural values are respected. Such frameworks can foster inclusive 

innovation, enabling societies to navigate the complexities of technological change while 

maintaining a commitment to the ethical principles rooted in their religious traditions. As societies 

continue to grapple with rapid technological advancements, understanding this intricate 

relationship becomes ever more critical for promoting both progress and social harmony. 
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Region Dominant Religions Cultural Influence on Tech 

Adoption 

Scholarly 

Source 

India 🇮🇳 Hinduism - Tech used for rituals (e.g., online 

puja) 

- Spiritual framing of digital tools 

- Resistance in rural areas 

Bindlish and 

Nandram (2024) 

Middle 

East 

Islam - Halal tech platforms 

- State censorship aligned with 

religious norms 

- Youth-led digital activism 

Zaid et al. 

(2022) 

Latin 

America 

Christianity (Catholic 

& Evangelical) 

- WhatsApp evangelism 

- Hybrid spiritual identities 

- Livestreamed worship services 

Dzirasa-Payne 

(2024) 

West 

Africa  

Christianity, Islam, 

Traditional Religions 

- Pentecostal churches use social 

media for outreach and prosperity 

gospel messaging 

- Islamic scholars engage youth via 

digital platforms, reshaping 

authority 

- Traditional religions adapt tech to 

preserve indigenous knowledge and 

cosmology 

Abusharif 

(2020),  

Sande, (2021), 

Campbell and 

Tsuria (2021 

Figure 1. Comparative Analysis: Religion, Culture & Tech Adoption 

 

Hindu Spirituality and Technology 

Bindlish and Nandram (2024) present a nuanced exploration of Hinduism’s adaptability in the face 

of technological change, particularly within the context of a volatile, uncertain, complex, and 

ambiguous (VUCA) world. Their study, published in the Encyclopedia of Diversity, Equity, 

Inclusion and Spirituality, draws on historical, philosophical, and psychological frameworks to 

empirically demonstrate how Hindu thought systems accommodate and even ritualize 

technological innovation. At the heart of their findings is the principle of cognitive pluralism, 

which reflects Hinduism’s acceptance of multiple truths, whether monotheistic, polytheistic, or 

even atheistic. This openness provides a flexible cognitive framework that allows adherents to 

incorporate digital tools into spiritual practice without ideological conflict, thereby fostering 

innovation and adaptability. The study also highlights how technology is understood as a sacred 

extension rather than a secular intrusion. Digital applications that support puja rituals, astrology 

consultations, or temple livestreams are embraced as legitimate instruments for dharmic living. In 

this sense, the digital is sacralized, becoming part of the continuum of spiritual life. 

A third empirical finding emphasizes spiritual resilience in a VUCA world. Hindu spirituality 

equips practitioners with inner stability and ethical grounding, enabling them to navigate the 

uncertainties of digital disruption with purpose and mindfulness. Researchers further draw on a 

quantum cognition analogy, comparing Hindu philosophical thought to quantum physics where 

light exists simultaneously as wave and particle. This metaphor illustrates Hinduism’s ease with 

paradox and complexity, which in turn supports an acceptance of technology as both material and 



23 
Journal of Islam in Nigeria, Vol. 4, No. 1. December, 2025/Rajab 1447 
 

MAKINDE, Semiu Olawale; SAKARIYAHU, Shehu; ABDULLAHI, Abdulrafiu; and AHMED Akeem Apo. 

A Qualitative Examination of Religion's Influence on Social and Technological Progress, pp. 17 – 29. 

metaphysical. Finally, the study underscores the role of dharma as an ethical compass for digital 

engagement. Technology is not perceived solely as a functional tool but as a medium for fulfilling 

righteous duty, whether through spiritual growth, community service, or self-realization. This 

ethical framing encourages responsible, purposeful use of digital platforms. Together, these 

findings demonstrate that Hindu spirituality cultivates a distinctive approach to technology, one 

that ritualizes digital practices, embraces paradox, and grounds innovation in ethical and spiritual 

principles. 

 

Digital Islam and Muslim Influencers 

Zaid et al. (2022) conducted a multiple case study examining how Muslim social media influencers 

in the Gulf region are reshaping religious authority and Islamic practices among millennial 

Muslims. The study analyzed content from four prominent influencers; Salama Mohamed, Khalid 

Al Ameri, Ahmad Al-Shugairi, and Omar Farooq using thematic analysis of their Instagram and 

YouTube posts. The study reveals several important empirical findings. First, it highlights the 

disruption of traditional authority, showing how Muslim influencers challenge clerical dominance 

by offering Islam in forms that resonate with contemporary audiences through storytelling, 

lifestyle branding, and civic engagement rather than rigid dogmatic instruction. Closely tied to this 

is the mediatization of religion, where digital platforms become central spaces for religious 

discourse, shifting the locus of authority away from established institutions and toward individual 

voices with broad online reach. 

Another key finding concerns the emphasis on orthopraxy over orthodoxy. Here, conformity to 

Islam is increasingly expressed through practice, lived experience, and visible acts of devotion 

rather than strict doctrinal adherence. This orientation aligns closely with consumer culture, which 

values personalization, authenticity, and individual choice. The research also identifies the 

emergence of GUMmies (Global Urban Muslims), a generation of tech-savvy, cosmopolitan 

millennials who seek religious content that is both personalized and relatable. Their preferences 

reflect their lived realities and ethical concerns, underscoring a demand for religious narratives 

that speak directly to their daily lives. Finally, the study points to the rise of hybrid religious 

communication, where influencers skillfully blend entertainment with moral and spiritual 

messaging. Through polished media production, personal storytelling, and relatable narratives, 

they capture the attention of their audiences and redefine what religious authority looks like in a 

digital age. 

 

Hybrid Faith and Digital Church Communication 

Dzirasa-Payne (2024) explores how churches adapted their communication strategies during the 

COVID-19 pandemic by integrating digital technologies into worship and pastoral care. The 

dissertation uses qualitative methods, including interviews with church leaders and congregants, 

to examine the emergence of hybrid faith practices in the U.S. and Ghanaian contexts. The study 

presents several significant empirical findings on the digital transformation of contemporary 

Christian worship. One of the most striking shifts is the digital transformation of worship, as 

churches swiftly embraced platforms such as Zoom, Facebook Live, and YouTube to host services, 

Bible studies, and prayer meetings. This development was more than a logistical adjustment; it 

reshaped both theological engagement and the dynamics of community life within congregations. 

Building on this, the study introduces the hybrid faith model, which reflects the coexistence of 

digital and physical expressions of worship. While congregants valued the flexibility and 
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accessibility of online services, many emphasized that in-person gatherings retained a deeper sense 

of emotional resonance and communal bonding that could not be replicated in virtual spaces. 

Another key finding relates to leadership adaptation. Pastors and ministry teams were compelled 

to develop new forms of digital literacy, restructuring their roles to accommodate the demands of 

virtual ministry. This often meant delegating technical responsibilities to younger members with 

stronger digital skills and rethinking sermon delivery to resonate with audiences engaging through 

screens rather than pews. The shift also fostered greater spiritual accessibility and inclusion. 

Digital platforms broke down barriers that had long excluded certain groups from full participation 

in worship, particularly the elderly, disabled, and members of diaspora communities. For many, 

virtual ministry provided a new level of belonging and connection to faith communities. At the 

same time, the study highlights several challenges of digital ministry. Respondents frequently 

mentioned screen fatigue, the weakening of interpersonal bonds, and lingering theological 

concerns about the authenticity of virtual sacraments such as communion or baptism. These 

tensions underscore the ongoing negotiation between tradition and innovation in digital religious 

practice. 

 

Christianity, Islam and Traditional Religions Adoption of Social Media 

Abusharif (2020) proposes a dual-framework—religious authority and mediatization theory to 

analyze digital Islam in Africa. The chapter emphasizes the transnational nature of Muslim digital 

practices and critiques Western-centric models, urging context-sensitive methodologies for 

African media-religion research. Sande (2021) examines how emerging technologies, particularly 

human enhancement tools, interact with African traditional religions, using the Shona concepts of 

munhu (personhood) and unhu (virtue). The study finds that both Shona spirituality and 

enhancement technologies aim to improve human life, but from distinct ethical standpoints. It 

concludes that technological advancement aligns with indigenous African values, though practiced 

differently. Campbell and Tsuria (2021) provide a systematic survey of how religious practices are 

reshaped by digital media across global faith traditions. The book highlights how digital platforms 

mediate religious authority, ritual, and identity, using empirical examples from Christianity, Islam, 

Judaism, Hinduism, and Buddhism. 

In summary, Christianity has widely adopted social media for evangelism, community, and 

worship live streaming. Islam shows strong use of influencers and online authority negotiations, 

particularly among youth. Traditional religions, while slower in adoption, use social platforms for 

identity preservation, diaspora connections, and ritual adaptation. The comparative scholarship 

highlights how theology, authority, and cultural context shape distinct adoption patterns. 

 

Methodology A mixed research approach was employed, using in-depth interviews as the primary 

data collection method. The study involved 40 participants, including religious leaders, technology 

experts, and community members from diverse religious backgrounds in North Central Nigeria. 

The sample was designed to capture a range of religious viewpoints, including perspectives from 

Christian, Islamic, and Indigenous beliefs. Data were analyzed thematically, focusing on 

identifying patterns that reveal how religious ideologies influence decisions around technological 

adoption and social development. 

To ensure diversity in perspectives, participants were selected based on specific criteria, such as 

their roles within their religious communities, levels of engagement with technology, and 

experiences with social development initiatives. This criterion ensured that the insights gathered 

reflected not only individual beliefs but also the collective values and norms that shape community 
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attitudes toward technology. In the research process, ethical dilemmas often arise in relation to 

ensuring participant anonymity and mitigating research bias. Protecting participants’ anonymity 

and confidentiality, researchers minimize the collection of identifying details, use coding systems 

instead of names, and implement secure data storage practices. Researchers also adopted 

triangulation, and peer review to promote transparency, fairness, and credulity in the study. 

Data collection involved semi-structured interviews, which allowed for flexibility in exploring 

participants' thoughts and experiences while adhering to key research questions. Interview 

questions were designed to elicit detailed responses about participants’ perceptions of technology, 

its implications for social development, and the role of religious ideology in influencing these 

perceptions. The interviews were conducted in a comfortable and confidential environment to 

encourage openness and candidness, facilitating a richer data set. 

Data were analyzed thematically, with a focus on identifying patterns and themes that reveal how 

religious ideologies influence decisions around technological adoption and social development. 

This involved transcribing the interviews verbatim and employing a coding process to categorize 

responses into meaningful themes. The analysis was iterative, allowing for constant comparison 

and refinement of themes as new insights emerged. 

 

Figure 2: Demographic distribution of respondents by religion and role 

Figure 2 shows the distribution of respondents, the religious leaders interviewed were 5 Christians, 

5 Muslims and 5 with indigenous religious affiliation. Three of the leaders selected were 

technology experts while 7 of the community members involved in the study were Muslims and 

Christians respectively. Only 2 of the community members are with indigenous affiliated religion. 
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Findings  
The study’s findings indicate a strong connection between religious values and decision-making 

processes in areas impacted by technological advancement. Several key themes emerged: 

1. Ethics and Technological Adoption: Many religious communities prioritize ethical 

considerations when approaching technology. Religious leaders emphasized the need for 

technologies that respect human dignity, privacy, and societal well-being, often 

discouraging technologies that are perceived to exploit or dehumanize individuals. 

2. Education and Religious Influence: Religious ideologies shape educational content and 

influence acceptance of technology-driven learning methods. For instance, some religious 

groups support the use of technology in education, particularly when it promotes moral and 

ethical learning, while others view it cautiously, wary of content that may conflict with 

religious teachings. 

3. Governance and Policy Formation: Religious values guide governance decisions, with 

religious leaders often advocating for policies that restrict technologies deemed morally 

compromising. This influence can result in both proactive and restrictive stances on 

technological progress within governance structures. 

4. Dual Role of Religion in Technology: Religion acts as both a facilitator and a barrier to 

technological adoption. Progressive religious communities support innovation that aligns 

with ethical and moral principles, while conservative communities tend to approach new 

technologies with caution, sometimes leading to delayed adoption. 

 

Discussion  
The dual role of religion, acting as both a supporter and a barrier to technological progress, reflects 

its broader influence on social values and cultural practices. In contexts where religious teachings 

align with ethical technology use, there is potential for socially responsible innovation that 

prioritizes the well-being of the community. However, conservative interpretations can pose 

challenges to technology integration, particularly when religious principles are perceived as 

contradictory to technological advancements. This complexity underscores the need for 

frameworks that balance religious concerns with the demands of a technologically advancing 

society. The dual role of religion as both a supporter and a barrier to technological progress 

illustrates its significant influence on social values and cultural practices. In contexts where 

religious teachings align with ethical technology use, there is substantial potential for socially 

responsible innovation that prioritizes community well-being. For instance, religious institutions 

have historically leveraged technology to disseminate health information and education, as seen in 

various health initiatives in Africa that utilize mobile technology to improve maternal and child 

health outcomes (Ezeani, 2020). However, conservative interpretations of religious doctrine can 

present formidable challenges to technology integration, particularly when advancements are 

perceived as conflicting with established religious principles. For example, debates surrounding 

genetic engineering and artificial intelligence often invoke ethical concerns rooted in religious 

teachings, leading to resistance in communities where these technologies are viewed as threatening 

to traditional values (Pew Research Center, 2021). This complexity underscores the pressing need 

for frameworks that effectively balance religious concerns with the demands of an increasingly 

technologically driven society. Such frameworks should promote constructive dialogue among 

religious leaders, community stakeholders, and technology developers, facilitating a collaborative 

approach to ethical decision-making regarding technology use (Boulton, 2021). By fostering an 

environment of mutual respect and understanding, it becomes possible to navigate the tensions 
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between tradition and modernity, ultimately allowing for technological advancements to be 

embraced in ways that respect religious values while simultaneously enhancing social 

development. This balanced approach is crucial for ensuring that innovation contributes positively 

to society without undermining the ethical foundations upheld by diverse religious communities. 

Moreover, educational initiatives aimed at increasing digital literacy within religious communities 

can empower individuals to critically engage with technology. By equipping community members 

with the knowledge to understand and navigate the complexities of modern technology, these 

initiatives can help dispel fears and misconceptions, fostering a more nuanced view of how 

technology can coexist with religious principles. This approach can enable communities to 

leverage technology for social development while preserving their cultural and religious identity. 

In summary, navigating the dual role of religion in technological progress requires recognizing 

and addressing the inherent tensions between tradition and modernity. By developing frameworks 

that prioritize dialogue, collaboration, and education, it is possible to create a landscape where 

technology serves as a catalyst for positive social change without compromising the ethical 

foundations upheld by diverse religious communities. This balanced approach not only enhances 

the potential for innovation but also strengthens community cohesion, ultimately fostering a more 

inclusive society that honors both technological advancement and spiritual values. 

 

Conclusion  
Religion significantly impacts technological development in North Central Nigeria, influencing 

how communities interpret and engage with new technologies. This study concludes that the 

integration of religious perspectives in technological and social development strategies could lead 

to more ethically grounded and inclusive societies. Recognizing religion's role in shaping ethical 

technology use may facilitate a balanced approach to innovation, ensuring that technological 

progress does not compromise societal values. 

Religion significantly influences technological development in Nigeria, shaping how communities 

understand, accept, and interact with emerging technologies. The results of this study underscore 

the necessity of integrating religious perspectives into discussions about technological and social 

development strategies. By acknowledging and incorporating the ethical frameworks offered by 

various faith traditions, stakeholders can cultivate more inclusive and ethically sound societies that 

embrace innovation while safeguarding essential cultural and moral values. 

Incorporating religious viewpoints can enhance community engagement and participation in 

technological initiatives, ensuring these innovations resonate with local beliefs and practices. Such 

alignment is crucial for fostering sustainable and effective technology implementation, as 

communities are more likely to support initiatives that reflect their values and address their specific 

needs. Additionally, recognizing the diverse religious landscape in North Central Nigeria is vital 

for promoting dialogue and collaboration among different faith groups, ultimately contributing to 

social cohesion and mutual understanding. 

Furthermore, this balanced approach to innovation helps ensure that technological advancements 

do not compromise societal values or ethical principles. By involving religious leaders and 

community representatives in decision-making processes, it becomes possible to develop 

frameworks that prioritize ethical technology use and mitigate potential negative consequences. 

This collaborative strategy can create an environment where technology acts as a catalyst for 

positive change, improving quality of life while honoring the rich diversity of cultural and religious 

traditions. 
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Conclusively, acknowledging and incorporating religion’s role in technological and social 

development strategies is crucial for creating a future that harmonizes innovation with ethical 

considerations. This approach not only fortifies community resilience but also fosters a more 

harmonious relationship between tradition and modernity, enhancing the overall well-being of 

society. The implications of this study warrant further investigation into how integrating religious 

perspectives can inform policy and practice, particularly as technological advancements continue 

to evolve. Ensuring that these innovations align with the ethical values upheld by diverse religious 

communities is essential for navigating the complexities of progress in North Central Nigeria and 

beyond. 

 

Recommendations 
1. Collaboration between Religious Leaders and Policymakers: Encouraging active 

dialogue between religious leaders and policymakers can foster understanding and ensure 

that technological policies consider ethical and religious perspectives. 

2. Ethical Technology Dialogues: Regular dialogues among religious leaders, technology 

experts, and community stakeholders can create awareness of ethical technology use and 

promote balanced technological advancement. 

3. Educational Initiatives on Religious and Technological Literacy: Developing 

educational programs that integrate religious teachings with technological literacy could 

encourage communities to view technology as a complementary tool to their values rather 

than a contradictory force. 

 

Implications 

This study has potential of promoting global debate by highlighting how different religious 

traditions frame moral responsibility, human dignity, and the common good. This research may 

help in identifying shared ethical principles while respecting cultural diversity which may guide 

the development of technological policies that are not only innovative but also socially inclusive, 

ensuring that technological advancement aligns with values of justice, equity, and respect from 

human life across diverse cultural and religious contexts. 
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